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1. The Blue House (Cheong Wa Dae) is the office and residence of the President of
the Republic of Korea, located in the center of Seoul. In 1948, Syngman Rhee, the
first President of the Republic of Korea, took over the residence of the former
governor and started using it as the presidential office. The 4th President Yoon
Po-Sun changed the name to the current name (Cheong Wa Dae) based on the
blue tile roof of the main building. After that, it went through numerous
remodeling and repairs to reach its present form. Now it is a place where
bodyguards and staff work together with the president, and also receive very
important guests. It will be very interesting to see what the future of Cheong Wa
Dae, which has been with the history of the Republic of Korea, will look like.

2. New research has linked heavy alcohol use to more than 232 million missed
workdays annually in the US. Researchers from Washington University, St. Louis
using survey data from around 110,000 US. adults, found that 9 percent —
approximately 11 million full-time workers — met the diagnostic standards for
alcohol use disorder. People who met these criteria reported missing 32 days each
year, more than doubling the number of missed days for those surveyed without
the disorder. Alcohol use disorder is diagnosed through a set of questions,
including the amount of time one spends sick from drinking, whether a person has
thought about quitting drinking but was unable, and if a person continued to
consume alcohol after blacking out. The data was collected from 2015 through
2019 via the National Survey on Drug Use and Health, which is put out annually by
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.

3. NASA's first Space Launch System rocket rolled out from the Vehicle Assembly
Building today on a giant crawler-transporter vehicle shortly after 6 p.m. Eastern
US. time. The moderator of NASA's livestream said some 10,000 people came to
NASA's Kennedy Space Center for the event. Among them were the family members
of some of the NASA employees who helped build the rocket. The rollout was part
“iconic moment,” as one NASA manager dubbed it, for the thousands of workers
across the 50 American states who built the expendable moon rocket and ground
equipment over the last decade, and part critical step toward returning to the
moon and righting a troubled rocket program that NASA has spent $22 billion on
so far.
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4. Federal health officials are advising U.S. travelers to avoid New Zealand, Thailand
and Hong Kong due to COVID-19. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) moved the three destinations to its level 4 COVID-19 risk category Monday
due to their "very high" COVID-19 levels. The CDC advises all travelers, regardless
of vaccination status, to avoid travel to level 4 destinations. “If you must travel to
these destinations, make sure you are fully vaccinated before travel,” the federal
agency says on its website. New Zealand and Thailand have eased entry
requirements in recent weeks, while Hong Kong prohibits entry from outside Greater
China among nonresidents. The three join more than 130 other destinations on the
CDC's list of areas with “very high” rates of COVID-19. Countries are considered to
have very high COVID-19 levels when they report more than 500 new cases per
100,000 people over the past 28 days.




